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G.R.O. Message 

Dear Friends and Supporters,  

We hope you are enjoying the onset of spring.  In Lesotho, we are entering the fall 

season which  means that the kids are back school and projects are gearing up for 

the winter.  

Thanks to your overwhelming support during the Gifts of Hope campaign, we were 

able to strengthen and expand our current initiatives.   

Weõve enrolled 9 new students in the new school year, and are supporting our three 

high school graduates in applying for post -secondary schooling.  Academic advisors 

Mr. Ramabanta and Mr. Mphana, along with Peer Educator and graduate Kenny 

Mpoteli continue to develop the Family Scholarship Pro gram and support the 

students.  With 15 students and three advisors, our model is now complete at 

Molapo High School.  We look to expand this model to two other schools in 2009.  

We boast a 100% post -secondary enrollment for our graduates and we continue t o 

strengthen our career guidance program at the high school.  Meet our new 

students on our blog . 

As G.R.O. focuses its approach on microenterprise and social entrepreneurship, we 

welcome The G.R.O. Artisan Co llective (formally Thuliõs Jewelry). The Collective 

focuses on supporting HIV positive women artisans in the area.  The G.R .O. 

Foundation is supporting their work through  market identification and development, 

business training, and providing start -up supplies and tools.    By mid -2009, their 

jewelry and crafts will be available for wholesale in both Canada and America.  

Keep an eye on the blog to watch their developments.  

The Grandmothers Support Group continues to develop and expand.  G.R.O. has 

committed to building an eco -sustainable poultry facility in 2009, and continues to 

provide business development and training.  As a microenterprise model, this 

project remains entirely self -sustainable.  

The G.R.O. Foundation Lesotho and its local executive board held their annua l 

general meeting on Sunday. It was an amazing and inspirational meeting.  Look for 

meeting minutes and discussion topics on the blog.    

In Canada and North America, we welcome Amy Sandhu who coordinates our 

volunteers and interns.  We continue to look fo r community fundraisers and project 

support funds, as well as volunteers both locally and  internationally .  Please do not 

hesitate to contact us at director@grofoundation.org  to get involved.  

We thank you for all your support in helping us get started in a great 2009.  

Thank you.  
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G.R.O. News 

 

Your Gifts of Hope Have Been Delivered 

× The G.R.O. Foundation delivered your Gifts of Hope  early this year ð we distributed food 

hampers, Grandmother Care supplies, jewelry -start up kits, and student scholarships. See 

your gifts in action under ôThe Missionõ section.   

 

× The Family Schol arship  has accepted 9 new students in 2009.  Meet them on our blog.  Our 

three 2008 graduates are now applying for post -secondary education.  

 

× The Grandmothers Support Group  is expanding poultry production to r each more destitute 

families in the area and with thanks to Verequest they will have a new poultry facility this 

year. Find photo updates on our blog.  

 
× Thuliõs Jewelry has joined The G.R.O. Artisans Collective  which supports business training and 

market d evelopment for HIV positive female artisan in Leribe.  

 

 

http://www.grofoundation.org/blog


  

[A SPECIAL THANKS] 
 
Many of your donations contributed to Scholarships this year  

and we thank you for your support.  A big thank you goes out  

to those that provided a full sponsorship of $450.00 this year. 

 

The Film Buff   Anne-Marie Zajdijk 

Ted Oatway   Zolton Barzso 

Procept Associates  Megan Landes 

Frederick Koenig  Sharon Oatway 

Pierrette Lavelle-Hoch Alice and John Oatway 
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G.R.O. Scholars: 2009 New Students 

 

 
Bernedict M ahanetsa  

Age: 17  Form: A  

 

Bernedict has six siblings and is 

taken care of by his 

grandmother. His family 

struggles for basic needs such 

as bedding.  He dreams of 

being a social worker.  
 

 

 
Phamotse Tlelase  

Age: 14  Form: A  

 

Phamotse lives with his two sisters 

and his unemployed mother 

who is quite ill. His father passed 

away a few yea rs ago. He would 

like to study economics at 

universit y when he finishes high 

school.  

 

 
Teboho Motanyane  

Age: 12  Form: A  

 

Teboho lives with his two 

brothers and three sisters.  His 

father has passed away and 

his mother is unemployed.  He 

would like to c ontinue his 

education and help others.  

 

 

 
Sebongile Sebajoa   

Age: 13   Form: A  

 

Sebongile lives with her brother 

and four sisters.  Her mother sells 

fruits in the market and her 

father is quite ill.  She dreams of 

being an accountant.  

 


